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Belize Turtle Watch - Reporting Stranded Sea Turtles What’s Inside.........
The Belize Turtle Watch
Program looks to gather three
different points of data including
in-water observations, nesting
beach observations, as well as
reporting all sightings of stranded
turtles.
Stranded turtles can be found
either floating at sea or washed
ashore. They may be alive or dead.
If alive, they will be injured or sick
and unable to heal and successfully
live on their own if they are not
rescued and properly cared for and

rehabilitated. As a part of the
2011 Sea Turtle Census we ask that
coastal residents survey the beaches
near their property for stranded sea
turtles especially during periods of
strong winds.
While out at sea, we ask boat
operators to keep an eye out for
floating turtles. There are many
reasons why the turtle may be
floating, but a floating turtle is
always injured, sick, or dead.
Injuries to turtles can occur for a
wide variety of reasons. It may be
due to having been struck by a
boat, or it may be caught up in gill
nets or fishing lines.
Another
unfortunate yet common reason
turtles may be found stranded is
due to marine debris. (con’t. on
page 2)
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Belize Fisheries Laws Prohibit the Harvest
of All Sea Turtles.

Stranded Sea Turtles (contd. from page 1)

Discarded plastic such
as trash bags, bottles,
balloons, and other
packaging materials
closely resemble jelly
fish and are frequently
observed in the
stomachs of stranded
t u r t l e s. S w a l l ow i n g
sharp debris, whether
Stranded Loggerhead found
plastics, metal, or glass,
near Caye Caulker
can cut the stomach and intestines when digested
causing internal infections in sea turtles. Sometimes
turtles eat so much plastic that nothing else will pass
through their gut and they die.
Other debris in the water may inhibit the usual
feeding and mating activities of sea turtles.
Entanglement of sea turtles in large masses of marine
debris can result in starvation, drowning or increased
vulnerability to predators and boat collisions.
Unfortunately over the past months, Belize has had
several reports of stranded sea turtles throughout the

country. This includes the reports described in the
September newsletter of a small hawksbill just north of
Sapodilla Cayes Marine Reserve, as well as a
loggerhead near Pompion Caye in southern Belize.
More recently, a stranded loggerhead was reported
near Caye Caulker.
Ali Cansino, a biologist at
the Caye Caulker Marine
Reserve, quickly responded
to recover and conduct a
necropsy on this turtle.
The cause of death may
have been due to a chop
wound on the front
Chop Wound on Front Right
right flipper.
Flipper of Stranded Loggerhe
ad
The Belize Turtle Watch Program thanks everyone
who has been reporting stranded sea turtles. Despite
the sad reports, it is important for us to document all
deaths in order to identify threats and find ways to
mitigate these threats.

A Changing World: How Will Turtles Be Affected?

There is little doubt across the scientific world that
climate change is upon us and is posing a threat to
biodiversity especially in populations as sensitive as that
of the sea turtle. Climate scientists project that the
earth’s average temperature will increase between 1.8°
(35.2°F) and 4°C (39.2°F) by the year 2100. This
temperature increase will affect the world’s sea turtle
population in multiple ways, at all stages of life.

climate change poses. They have found that climate
change is currently occurring at a faster rate than it has
historically due to anthropogenic pressures.
A
promising study completed in the mid-Atlantic on
Ascension Island has shown a population of green sea
turtles that have evolved the ability to cope with hot
beaches with heat-proof eggs. (http://
planetearth.nerc.ac.uk/news/story.aspx?id=1077)

Increased erosion of beaches and a rise in sea level
could cause the loss of nesting beaches across the
world. Due to an increase in sandy beach temperatures
feminization of the turtle population could occur. This
may occur due to the fact that a sea turtle’s sex is not
determined until after conception and is influenced by
the temperature of the sand the nest is located in.
Male hatchlings develop at lower temperatures while
female hatchlings develop at higher temperatures.

Promising studies such as this give hope that sea turtles
will adapt to continued change in the world’s climate.
However human actions can also help to reduce
negative impacts and increase the resilience of turtle
populations. And although the exact effects of climate
change on sea turtles
is uncertain,
precautionary human
actions give sea turtles
a better chance of
adapting to such changes.

Scientists have begun to look at the adaptability of
sea turtle populations because of the danger that

Adopted Beaches
Ambergis Caye
Athens Gate
Azul Resort Newly Adopted!
Vivian Yu of Azul Resort has adopted North Beach in front of
the property. She reports that sea turtles nest regularly on their
beach each summer! On October 16th this year, while raking
they accidentally uncovered 5 turtle eggs on their beach. They
reburied the eggs and hopefully they will successfully hatch!

Placencia Peninsula
Coconut Cottage Newly Adopted!
Kay Westby does not know if turtles nest on their beach but will
begin monitoring for activity.
Colibri House
Green Parrot Beach Houses

Bacalar Chico Marine Reserve

Robert’s Grove Beach Resort

Blue Tang Inn

Villa Typsy Gecko

Casa Dam

Offshore Cayes
Lighthouse Reef Atoll

Casa Tortuga Villa
Miller’s Landing Resort

Caye Casa

Royal Belize Reception
El Pescador Lodge & Villas
Las Terrazas
Helene Hess of Las Terrazas has been sending regular data
reports and photos of turtles that she sees on the reef to add to
our sea turtle database. Thank you for the information!

Hawksbill Turtle

Green Turtle

Reef ’s End Lodge
South Water Caye
Turneffe Flats Newly Adopted!
Craig and Karen Hayes of
Turneffe Flats Lodge
reported a nesting turtle
on October 6th, 2011
along with a photo of the
tracks!

Corozal
Almond Tree Resort
Bayside Guest House

Mata Rocks Resort Newly Adopted!
Mata Rocks does not know if sea turtles
nest on their beach, but are very interested
in the program and will begin monitoring their beach for
activity.

Serenity Sands Bed & Breakfast

Caye Caulker
Barefoot Beach Belize
Costa Maya Beach Cabanas

SunBreeze Hotel & Suites

Indigo Pearl

The Turtleman’s House

Mara’s Place

Hopkins
Lebeha Cabanas

Tree Tops Guesthouse

Jungle Jeanie by the Sea

Tropical Oasis

Thank you to everyone for supporting the Adopt A Beach Program!

Greedy: The Hawksbill of St. George’s Caye

Greedy After Inserting
her PIT Tag

On October 8th, Greedy,
a hawksbill turtle that has
b e e n re s i d i n g i n t h e
aquarium on St. George’s
Caye for the past few years
was released.
She was
found when she was only a
couple of months old
stranded on a beach at St.
George’s Caye. Greedy
was rehabilitated by Karli
Bischof and his parents at
the St. George’s Caye
Aquarium.

one day during one
of the Gallow’s Point
Sea Turtle Surveys,
she will be able to be
scanned and identified!
Greedy was released
on a beautiful day right
Greedy Wrapped in a Towel
outside the reef at
for
the Boat Ride to the Reef
Gallow’s Point. She
swam off immediately upon release and surfaced
a bit later. While waiting for her to surface
again, the release crew spotted at least 3 different
turtles surfacing in the
area, so we know that
she will have friends
in the area as she
begins her exploration
of the big, wide
underwater world.

They say that when they found her, she was no
bigger than the palm of your hand. But this little
turtle grew quickly despite her grim
circumstances early in life. She received her
name because of her large appetite - before
being released she was eating a whole bag of
sprat each day!
Before her release, a PIT tag was inserted
under her skin so that if she is found again

Join Us On

Karli Bischof Getting Ready
to Release Greedy!

!

For regular updates about the Belize Turtle Watch
Program, like our Facebook page. We post updates to the
program, as well as interesting sea turtle articles and photos.
In addition, we will keep you updated on sea turtle sightings
in Belize! Search for us as ‘Belize Turtle Watch Program’
and look for our logo to know you have the correct page!

Submit all sea turtle observations
online at ECOMAR’s website
under “Submit Report.”
www.ecomarbelize.org
If you can, be sure to submit
pictures along with your report!
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For any questions, concerns, or additional information please contact ECOMAR at 671-3483 or www.ecomarbelize.org

